YARON HERMAN

“With this album, | wanted to go
straight to the point. To what | con-
sider as essential.

Without any pre-determined con-
cept, plan or specific theme. Just sit-
ting at the piano, closing my eyes
and letting the music guide me. Into
an inner journey.

For the first time, | entered the studio
with empty hands and minimal prep-
aration. It resulted in a mix of free

improvisations, spontaneously ar-
ranged classical theme, a decon-
structed standard, traditional pieces
that emerged in an obvious man-
ner... As if a story was unfolding be-
fore my eyes, following an invisible
and intuitive narrative.

It seems to me that it is precisely
when we accept "not knowing » that
the soul -or spirit, or flow, however
you wish to call it - is most willing to
manifest.”

Yaron Herman
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Alma opens a whole new door for pianist Yaron Herman.

After ten albums, here he is, launching himself into the void and, for the first
time, offering us an entirely improvised body of work, at once a staggering
snapshot of the present and a rich mirror of his past.

Let us recall that a knee injury forced Herman to end a promising basketball
career. From the age of sixteen, he then devoted himself to music. Under the
guidance of Opher Brayer, his training encouraged him to adopt a holistic
vision in which the study of music is part of a whole that includes philosophy,
psychology, and mathematics. For him, the piano is thus at the center of a
more global reflection; it's a travel companion to help decipher the mysteries
of the world.

This creative, prolific, and unconventional path is the framework for a fascina-
ting and generous global reflection in his recently published book entitled Le
Déclic Créatif.

We sometimes forget that at the dawn of music, up until the end of the 16th
century, improvisation was at the heart of the practice. Later, composers from
Bach to Chopin, from Beethoven to Messiaen, all created melodies and in-
vented harmonies on the spot, which sometimes became the matrix of their
masterpieces.

This is the path that Herman followed when he walked through the studio
door to record Alma. Without any planned script, he pushed himself to the
edge of a form of letting go, listening to what the music had to say and ope-
ning doors to spaces still unknown to him.
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lodies that develop according to a logic defined in real time, is a process of } £a sz .
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vention and concentration, a sense of the present coupled with a (non) 22 Nov. 2022 - Festival PIANOMANIA (avec Oxmo Puccino) - Théatre Marigny, Paris (75)
awareness of the future without which no development is possible. Alma is a : O
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Improvising is composing in real time. When one writes music, the first ges-
ture —what is sometimes called "inspiration" — is improvised. Composing is, in
a way, improvising with a pencil and an eraser. Thus, Alma proceeds from a
flow beyond music itself and finds its source in the willful desire to "always
leave the door open to let what must happen, happen.”




